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to those charged with high treason and to heretics, who were
put on the same level with them; and it was characteristic of
the system that defaulting taxpayers and fraudulent tax-
collectors were also deprived of it.
The complicated and extensive apparatus of administra-
tion continued to function even when repeated disasters
abroad fell upon the Empire. The Seljuk invasion of Asia
Minor made a reorganization of the themes necessary. The
governors now received the official title Dux, and their
sphere of activity was probably limited. The real position of
the administration in the period of the Palaeologi has as yet
been inadequately studied. Yet one is inclined to believe
that the 'Book of Offices* of the fourteenth century, wrongly
attributed to Georgius Codinus, is a picture rather of the
outward appearance of the Empire than of the melancholy
reality. It seems certain that many of the former offices had
only a titular existence. In addition to the Patriarch who
exercised wide influence in the civil administration of this
period, the Great Logothete, together with those occupying the
highest military positions, controlled the business of State
which had now shrunk to very small proportions.
A particular merit of the Byzantine bureaucracy was the
excellent training of its members. The officials benefited by
the high standard of general education which their class of
society enjoyed at that time. The fact that Constantine
Porphyrogenitus granted a salary to the students of his
university showed that the State took a great interest in
obtaining a well-trained bureaucracy. Legal education as it
had been formulated by Justinian had declined in course of
time and had been replaced by a narrowly professional
instruction, until Constantine IX Monomachus reopened
the old school of law in Constantinople. Admission to the
influential and lucrative offices was in theory open to every-
body; but in actual fact in course of time an aristocracy of
office had been formed, which did not make promotion easy
for a new-comer. At the same time in Asia Minor there
developed another provincial aristocracy of large landowners,
and against the growing influence of this landed nobility both
Emperors and the highly trained civil service united. This
provincial nobility frequently held high military command,